FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

MASTER’S DEGREE

Q.
How is advisement, registration, etc. handled?
A.
All advisement, registration and evaluation procedures are brought to the student at the site of the cohort.  All instruction (with the exception of those Adding a New Field, Middle Grades or Secondary students) is also brought to the student at the site of the cohort.  ANF’s, Middle Grades and either/or Secondary students may have to take online classes or classes at the Piedmont Demorest/Athens Campus.
Q.
How do students obtain textbooks?
1. Go to www.piedmont.edu
2. Click on Bookstore link in left column

3. Once you are on the Piedmont College Bookstore webpage, click on Textbooks tab.
4. Select your term ( if your term is not showing then the books have not been ordered.  You need to check back again in a few weeks)

5. Select your department ( EDUC, EDS, EDEC, EDMG, EDSE, SPED, MATH, ENG, HIS)

6. Select your course number

7. Select your section number 

8. click GO

9. This will show you what book(s) has (have) been ordered for your class.
If you have any questions concerning the books needed for your cohort class, please call the bookstore at 706-776-0013.  
Q.
How are classes scheduled?
A.    Classes meet one night per week for 4 ½  hours (4 hours of instructional time and ½ hour for dinner) for a period of 8 weeks during the school year.  During the Spring semester (16 weeks) some cohorts may also meet a second class on a second night of the week meeting every other week.  This would allow you to have the month of May off since it is such a busy school month.  Normally, during the summer, classes are held only during the month of June (2-4 days per week, 8 hours per day).  HOWEVER, some cohorts may meet during July and some may have evening classes. Students should always check with their Cohort Coordinator before scheduling vacations or other activities during the summer.

 
(Note:  Students adding a new field, or secondary students, may require more than one night a week for classes depending on the individual student’s needs.)
Q.
What if my school is having spring break, do I have class at Piedmont? 
A.
The cohort meets according to the HOST system’s calendar.  If you are in a different system you would need to attend class if your schedule is not the same as the host school. All holidays and closings of the host school system are observed by Piedmont.
 Q.
How many classes are needed to complete a degree in Early Childhood Education?  
A.
If you currently have a clear renewable Georgia teaching certificate in Early Childhood,  the M. A. program requires 31 semester hours. (One hour is orientation and there is no charge for this hour.) If you do not have a clear renewable Georgia teaching certificate in Early Childhood the minimum hours required are 34 (One hour is orientation and there is no charge for this hour.).  However, you may need more depending on an analysis of your transcript as completed by your advisor.  This analysis must be completed prior to your admission to the program.
Q.
How many classes are needed to complete a degree in Middle Grades Education?  
A.
If you currently have a clear renewable Georgia teaching certificate in Middle Grades Education,  the M. A. program requires 31 semester hours. (One hour is orientation and there is no charge for this hour.) Currently, Piedmont does not offer the Middle Grades MA to those who do not already have a clear renewable certificate in Middle Grades.

Q.
How many classes are needed to complete a degree in Secondary Education?  
A.
If you currently have a clear renewable Georgia teaching certificate in English, Math, History and Science you will need 36 semester hours.  If you are adding a new field to an existing content field, the number of hours needed is based on your transcript analysis as completed by the appropriate content department for the area in which you desire your Master’s Degree. This analysis must be completed prior to your admission into the program.  In either case you must have a minimum of 3 content classes as a part of your program of study.

.
Q.
What are the admissions requirements?
· Completed application

· Official copy of ALL transcripts (even if some of them appear on other transcripts as transfers) in sealed envelopes

· Photocopy of your current teaching certificate

· Photocopy of all SDU courses completed

· Three professional reference forms (in sealed envelopes--1 from your primary evaluator, 1 from a former professor/instructor, and 1 from another professional educator)

· Minimum of 374 on the MAT or 800 combined score on the GRE or if you have been teaching 3 of the past 5 years in an approved accredited school with a clear renewable Georgia teaching certificate you may choose professional admissions (must complete appropriate form and submit 3 recent annual evaluations.)
· Personal Affirmation Form
Q.
 What is the tuition?
A. 
 Currently (Fall, 2009)  tuition is $407 per semester hour.  (Tuition is subject to change as approved by the Board of Trustees) This does not include textbooks, materials or graduation fees. Financial aid and payment plans are available.  These need to be discussed with the Financial aid office.
Q.
Whom should I contact if I have additional questions?

A.
If your question(s) relate to the admissions process, please contact the Director of Admissions, Anthony Cox at 1-800-277-7020 ext. 1118 or by email at acox@piedmont.edu.
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