FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

SPECIALIST DEGREE

Q. How is advisement, registration, etc. handled?

A. All advisement, registration and evaluation procedures are brought to the student at the site of the cohort.  All instruction is also brought to the student at the site of the cohort.

Q. How do students obtain textbooks?

A. They may be ordered on line by emailing sm036@bncollege.com or by telephone at 1-866-718-3194 from Piedmont College Bookstore or from any other source the student chooses.  Students are cautioned to make sure they have an updated listing or required textbooks before ordering from a source other than the college bookstore.

Q. How are classes scheduled?

A.
Classes meet one night per week for 4 ½  hours (4 hours of instructional time and ½ hour for dinner) for a period of 8 weeks during the school year.  During the summer various arrangements of classes are held.  Students should always check with their advisor before scheduling vacations during the summer.

Q.
What if my school is having spring break, do I have class at Piedmont?  

A.
The cohort meets according to the HOST school system’s calendar.  If you are in a different system you would need to attend class if your schedule is not the same as the host school. All holidays and closings of the host system are observed by Piedmont.

Q. How many classes are needed to complete the degree? 

A.  The program requires 30 hours.  There are 10 courses required. 
Q.  What certification will I receive when I complete this degree?  

A.  THIS IS A CERTIFICATION UPGRADE PROGRAM.  Your CURRENT Level 5 certificate in your existing field will be upgraded to a Level 6 certificate in the same field upon proper submission of all documents to the Professional Standards Commission (PSC).

Q. What are the admissions requirements?

· Completed application

· Official copy of ALL transcripts (even if some of them appear on other transcripts as transfers) in sealed envelopes

· Photocopy of your current teaching certificate

· Three professional reference forms (in sealed envelopes--1 from your primary evaluator, 1 from a former professor/instructor, and 1 from another professional educator)

· An MAT or GRE Test score (no minimum requirements) HOWEVER, if you are a Piedmont Masters Graduate then no test score is required

· Letter of intent

· Professional Activities Resume

· Verification of Professional Experience

Q. 
What is the tuition?

A.
$407 per semester hour.  This does not include textbooks, materials and graduation fees. Financial aid and payment plans are available.  These need to be discussed with the Financial aid office.

Q.
Whom should I contact if I have additional questions?

A.
If your question(s) relate to the admissions process, please contact Anthony Cox at 1-800-277-7020 or by email at acox@piedmont.edu.


If your question(s) relate to the program of study, cohort site, cohort schedule or other cohort organization questions, please contact Kathleen Anderson at kanderson@Piedmont.edu or 706-548-2022 or 800-277-7020 ext. 1053.
